EXAM WITH ANSWERS


PAU Practice Examination (Euskadi)
SECTION I:  Read the text and answer the subsections a), b) and c).
ART IN SOCIETY: EXPRESSING IDENTITY, EMOTIONS AND SOCIAL CHANGE
Since ancient times, art has been a powerful way for people to express their identity and share ideas. From early cave paintings to modern digital art, creativity has helped individuals to convey emotions, beliefs and important messages. Art forms like painting, music, literature and performance, reflect and influence history and social change. Art not only depicts the world, but also plays a role in shaping it.
Artists often use their work to share personal experiences and express the values, struggles, and hopes of their communities. In difficult times, art helps people process emotions like sadness, anger or hope. A famous example is Guernica, a painting by Pablo Picasso, inspired by the Spanish Civil War. The painting, with its dark colours and anguished expressions, depicts the horrors of war. When displayed around the world, it raised awareness of the suffering of civilians and encouraged discussions about peace.
Art is also a tool for encouraging change. The non-profit organisation Embracing Our Differences invites young people to share their ideas through art. In 2022, the organisation held an outdoor exhibition, where students and artists from different countries displayed works of art with inspirational quotes. One painting from Brazil, Live or Like, portrays two children playing happily outside, accompanied by the quote: “Some people LIVE, other people LIKE.” The painting’s message was about the importance of real-life connections instead of virtual ones, and commented on the tendency of youth to spend too much time on social media. 
Creating meaningful art that challenges social norms and inspires change often comes with significant challenges. Artists may worry that their work will be misunderstood or criticised. For example, sculptor Maya Dahir created an exhibition about climate change and its effects on desert ecosystems. Initially, some critics argued that she was exaggerating the problem. However, over time, her work gained recognition and encouraged important conversations about environmental issues. As Dahir stated, “Art challenges us, but it also challenges the artist to be brave and to trust that their message will resonate.”
From ancient pyramids to Internet memes, art has always influenced culture and society. It helps people share ideas, express emotions and understand the world better. As artist and teacher Sandra Garcia says, “Art is a powerful and important part of life because it helps us see the truth about human experiences.”
I.- a) Answer 4 out of the following 6 questions according to information given in the text. Write complete sentences using your own words. Do not copy from the text. (Choose 4 out of the 6 questions.) (4 x 0.5 = 2 points)
1.	What do artists often express through their work during difficult times?

Through their work in difficult times, artists often express emotions for instance grief, frustration and hope.

2. Who are some artists mentioned in the text that used their art to address social issues?

Some artists who are mentioned in the text that used their art to address social issues are:  Pablo Picasso, whose painting Guernica exposes the horrors of war, and Maya Dahir, who uses sculpture to raise awareness about climate change.

3. Why might artists fear that people will not understand their work when addressing social topics?

Artists might fear that people will not understand their work when addressing social topics since their message could / might / may be misinterpreted or dismissed, especially if it challenges societal norms. (Some audiences might see their work as exaggerated, controversial or unclear thus making it difficult to communicate their intended idea effectively.)

4.	How does the text suggest that art both reflects and shapes society?

The text suggests that art both reflects and shapes society since it reflects cultural values, historical events and social struggles, thus / hence acting as a reflection of society. At the same time, it influences change by shaping opinions, challenging perspectives and inspiring action through various forms for instance painting, music and literature.

5. How can art be used to encourage social change?

Art can be used to encourage social change since it has the power to inspire action and raise awareness about / concerning important issues. (Organisations, for instance Embracing Our Differences, use art to promote discussions on social topics, while artists create works which challenge societal / society’s norms and encourage people to reflect on their beliefs and behaviours.)

6. What was the message of the painting Live or Like? 

The message of the painting Live or Like emphasised the importance of true human connections(,) instead of online ones. Moreover, it commented on how young people spend too much time on social media.

I.- b) Indicate whether the following statements are True or False according to the text. Copy the part (and ONLY the part) of the text which justifies your answer. (Choose 2 out of the 3 statements.) (2 x 0.5 = 1 point)
1.	The text states that digital art has had no significant impact on society compared to traditional forms of art.

This statement is FALSE.  “From early cave paintings to modern digital art, creativity has helped individuals to convey emotions, beliefs and important messages.”

2.	The sculpture exhibition by Maya Dahir was immediately accepted by everyone without criticism.
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This statement is FALSE.  “Initially, some critics argued that she was exaggerating the problem.” 

4. According to the text, art can challenge both society and the artist creating it.

This statement is TRUE.  “As Dahir stated, ‘Art challenges us, but it also challenges the artist to be brave and to trust that their message will resonate.’ ” 

I.- c) Find the words or expressions in the text that mean: (Choose 4 out of the 6 questions.) (4 x 0.25 = 1 point)
1.	influencing or determining the nature of something (shaping, p. 1, 1.4)
2.	represents something through words, images or art (depicts, p. 2, 2.4)
3.	knowledge that something exists (awareness, p. 2, 2.4) 
4.	non-combatants, ordinary people (civilians, p. 2, 2.5)
5.	a means or method to achieve a purpose (tool, p. 3, p. 3.1)
6.	significant, relevant (meaningful, p. 4, p. 4.1)
SECTION II:  Answer both subsections a) and b).
II.- a) Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given 
in brackets. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, including the word given. 
(6 x 0.25 = 1.5 points) 
1. Picasso created Guernica to depict the horrors of war. (PAINTED) 
	
Guernica was painted by Picasso to depict the horrors of war.

2.	Many artists worry that people may misunderstand their work. (ABOUT)
	
Many artists worry about people not understanding / misunderstanding their work.

3.The outdoor exhibition in 2022, included works from different countries. (PART)

Works from different countries were part of the outdoor exhibition in 2022.

4.Art has always influenced culture and society. (BEEN)

Culture and society have always been influenced by art.

5.Some artists struggle when they address social issues in their work. (DIFFICULT)

Some artists find it difficult to address social issues in their work.

6.It’s a pity I wasn’t able to attend the exhibition. (WISH)

I wish I could have attended the exhibition.



II.- b) In this text, fill in the gaps with the most suitable option from the four options given for each gap. 
(10 x 0.15 = 1.5 points) 
	Emma:	Hey, James! I was thinking – it’s been a long time since we had a proper holiday. We should go somewhere exciting this summer!
	James:	That sounds great! Where do you have in mind?
	Emma:	Well, I 1. ................................. about going to Italy. I’ve always wanted to visit Rome and Florence.
	James:	That’s a great idea! But flights can be expensive. We 2. ................................. check prices before making any decisions.
	Emma:	Absolutely! Flights are cheaper when booked in advance. If we 3. ................................. now, we might get a good deal.
	James:	True. Also, we need to decide how long we’re staying. I was thinking of a two-week trip, but I’m not sure if I 4. ................................. take that much time off work.
	Emma:	Maybe we can go for ten days instead? That way, we’ll have enough time to explore without rushing.
	James:	Good idea. We also need to think about accommodation. Should we stay in hotels, or would you prefer an Airbnb?
	Emma:	An Airbnb might be better. It’s usually cheaper, and we 5. ................................. cook our own meals instead of eating out all the time.
	James:	Yeah, that’s a good point. Also, we need to plan our itinerary. I definitely want to visit the Colosseum and the Vatican.
	Emma:	Me, too! And I’d love to see Florence. I heard it’s a beautiful city with incredible art and architecture.
	James:	Yes! And we should also try some traditional Italian food. Have you ever 6. ................................. homemade pasta?
	Emma:	No, I haven’t, but I’d love to! Oh, and we should check the weather before we pack. I think it’s very hot in Italy 7. ................................. the summer.
	James:	Good point. We should also check if we need to bring anything specific, like adaptors for charging 
our phones.
	Emma:	Right. I’ll make a list of things we need. I want this trip to be perfect! Oh, do you think we should 
get travel 8. ................................. in case something goes wrong?
	James:	Yes, that’s a smart idea. And we should make sure our passports are still 9. ................................. before 
we leave.
	Emma:	Definitely! I heard some countries also 10. ................................. a visa, but I think Italy is fine for us.
	James:	OK, I think we’ve covered everything. 
Options:
1.	think / have thought / thought / was thinking
2.	have to / should / might / must
3.	book / are booking / will book / had booked
4.	can / have to / must / could
5.	are able to / have to / will / should
6.	try / tried / trying / tries
7.	while / since /for / during
8.	guide / insurance / brochure / fee
9.	expired / available / valid / official
10.	require / need / prefer / recommend
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