EXAM WITH ANSWERS


PAU Practice Examination (Euskadi)
SECTION I:  Read the text and answer the subsections a), b) and c).
ECO-VILLAGES: A MODEL FOR SUSTAINABLE LIVING
Eco-villages are communities that aim to create a way of living that is in harmony with nature. They focus on reducing environmental harm through sustainable methods, such as using renewable energy, growing food locally and making group decisions. In response to growing concerns about pollution and climate change, these communities provide a model for a greener future. By following eco-friendly practices, they offer an alternative to traditional lifestyles and demonstrate how people can care for both the planet and each other.
Although each eco-village is unique, they all share the goal of sustainability, which means meeting our needs today without stopping future generations from having a good life. Many eco-villages use natural materials, such as straw and mud, to build energy-efficient homes. They also grow organic food and rely on solar or wind power instead of fossil fuels. These practices help reduce waste and lower the environmental impact of daily life.
However, eco-villages do not only focus on the environment  ̶  they also promote strong social bonds. Residents 
make decisions together in a democratic way, ensuring that all voices are heard. Shared spaces, such as community kitchens, gardens and gathering areas, encourage teamwork and fairness. This sense of unity helps residents support each other and solve problems together. Despite these benefits, some eco-villages struggle with challenges such as disagreements over rules and difficulty maintaining community involvement over time.
While eco-villages have traditionally been small rural communities, their principles can also be applied to cities. Urban areas have to face environmental problems like pollution and overcrowding, but eco-village ideas can help improve city life. For example, growing food in local gardens reduces the need to transport produce over long distances, cutting emissions and making fresh food more available. Using renewable energy sources in urban buildings also helps reduce pollution and dependence on traditional power sources.
A strong community spirit is another essential part of eco-village living that can benefit city residents. When people take part in decision-making and share resources, they feel more connected to one another. City projects that encourage social interaction such as shared green spaces and community centres, help bring people together. Urban planners are now incorporating these ideas by creating parks, promoting local food markets and designing 
energy-efficient housing.
As more cities embrace eco-village principles, they show that sustainable living is possible even in busy urban environments. While challenges remain, eco-village practices provide an inspiring model for a more sustainable future  ̶  both in the countryside and in cities.
I. - a) Answer 4 out of the following 6 questions according to information given in the text. Write complete sentences using your own words. Do not copy from the text. (Choose 4 out of the 6 questions.) (4 x 0.5 = 2 points)

1. What does the text mean by “meeting our needs today without stopping future generations from having a good life”?

By “meeting our needs today without stopping future generations from having a good life,” the text means that people should use resources carefully so that they do not run out, and that future generations will have the same opportunities and enjoy a clean environment as people do today.

2. Why is applying the principles of eco-villages in cities considered promising?

Applying the principles of eco-villages in cities is considered promising as / since it is considered promising since / as it helps (to) solve environmental challenges, (it) improves life in cities and (it) makes the population healthier and happier.

3. How do eco-villages reduce their impact on the environment?

Eco-villages reduce their impact on the environment by using renewable energy, eating food which is grown locally and building with natural materials.

4. What would be the immediate environmental consequences of applying eco-village principles to cities?

The immediate environmental consequences of applying eco-village principles to cities would be a reduction in pollution since more people would rely on cleaner energy sources and would grow food locally.

5. In what way would introducing a democratic way of living in cities improve the residents’ way of life?

Introducing a democratic way of living in cities would improve the residents’ way of life as it would give them a chance to express their opinions and allow them to participate in decisions about / concerning life in their community. By feeling involved, they will / would feel more satisfied with their way of life.

6. How do eco-villages create a sense of community?

Eco-villages create a sense of community as / since its residents make important decisions together, and these villages provide communal spaces.



I. - b) Indicate whether the followings statements are True or False according to the text. Copy the part (and ONLY the part) of the text which justifies your answer.  (Choose 2 out of the 3 statements.) (2 x 0.5 = 1 point)

1. Following eco-friendly practices ensures a traditional lifestyle.

This statement is FALSE.   “By following eco-friendly practices, they offer an alternative to traditional lifestyles.” 

2. Since the members of each eco-village share the same aims, the decisions about running the village are 
accepted by everyone.

This statement is FALSE.   “Despite these benefits, some eco-villages struggle with challenges, such as disagreements over rules and difficulty maintaining community involvement over time.” 


3. People in these communities grow their own produce to avoid the pollution that comes from bringing in food from faraway places.

This statement is TRUE.     “For example, growing food in local gardens reduces the need to transport produce over long distances, cutting emissions and making fresh food more available.” 

I.- c) Find the words or expressions in the text that mean: (Choose 4 out of the 6 questions.) (4 x 0.25 = 1 point)
1.	worries, fears (concerns, p. 1, 1.3)
2.	unwanted or unusable material (waste, p. 2, 2.4)
3.	an emotional or social connection between individuals or groups (bonds, p. 3, 3.1)
4.	confront, deal with (face, p. 4, 4.2)
5.	collective, experienced, used, or owned by two or more people (shared, p. 5, 5.3)
6.	accept, adopt (embrace, p. 6, 6.1)
SECTION II:  Answer both subsections a) and b).
II.- a) Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given in brackets. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, including the word given. 
(6 x 0.25 = 1.5 points)
1.	Eco-villages focus on reducing environmental harm through sustainable methods. (AIM)
	Eco-villages aim to reduce environmental harm through sustainable methods.

2.	Many eco-villages use natural materials to build energy-efficient homes. (BUILT)
	Energy-efficient homes are built using natural materials.

3.	Eco-villages do not only focus on the environment, they also promote social bonds. (AS WELL AS)
	Eco-villages focus on the environment as well as promoting social bonds.


4.	Although challenges remain, eco-village practices provide an inspiring model. (DESPITE)
	Eco-village practices provide an inspiring model despite the remaining challenges.

5.	People grow food locally to reduce their carbon footprint. (GROWING)
	People’s carbon footprint is reduced by growing food locally.

6.	Eco-villages focus on protecting the environment. (INTERESTED)
	Eco-villages are interested in protecting the environment.



II.- b) In this text, fill in the gaps with the most suitable option from the four options given for each gap. 
(10 x 0.15 = 1.5 points)
Liam:	Hey, Mia! You look deep in thought. What 1. ................................. about? You seem really focused.
Mia:	Oh, hey, Liam. I’m trying to 2. ................................. up my mind about which university to choose. I’ve narrowed it down to two, but both have their advantages.
Liam:	That’s a tough decision! Have you 3. ................................. any research on the universities you're considering? Maybe comparing their rankings or looking at student reviews?
Mia:	Yes, but the more I read, the more confused I get. Each university has something different to 
4. ................................. . One has an amazing reputation for my course, but the other has better facilities.
Liam:	I get that. But at the end of the day, you should 5. ................................. your priorities straight and think about what matters most to you. Is it the course quality, the location, or maybe job opportunities after graduation?
Mia:	You’re right. I need to focus 6. ................................. what’s really important: the quality of the course, career opportunities and, of course, whether I’ll enjoy studying there.
Liam:	Exactly! Also, don’t forget about the cost of living. Some cities are really expensive 7. ................................. comparison to others, and you don’t want to end up struggling financially.
Mia:	That’s true. I also need to check if I can apply 8. ................................. a scholarship. It would definitely help with tuition fees and accommodation.
Liam:	That’s a great idea! It 9. ................................. help you reduce some of the financial pressure, and you won’t have to worry so much about part-time jobs while studying.
Mia:	I hope so! Thanks for the advice, Liam. I really appreciate you 10. ................................. the time to talk to me about this.

Options:
1.	do you think / are you thinking / have you thought / will you think
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.	make / take / do / set
3.	made / done / taken / given
4.	provide / give / offer / serve
5.	set / get / have / take
6.	for / at / in / on
7.	with / by / in / to
8.	to / for / on / with
9.	must / might / should / has to
10.	spending / making / giving / taking
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